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Inflectional Affixation
Four inflectional affixes show up on verbs: the present tense -s, past tense -ed, past participle -ed or -en, and -ing. Consequently, there are only five basic forms of the English verb, one without any affixes at all, what we call the infinitival form of the verb, and then four other possible forms. Consider the following examples.  

Forms of the verb walk 

infinitive: 

to walk

present tense: 
(he/she/it) walks 
past tense: 

walked

present participle: 
(am/is/are) walking
past participle: 
(has/have) walked  

Forms of the verb eat: 
infinitive: 

to eat
present tense: 
(he/she/it) eats 
past tense: 

ate
present participle: 
(am/is/are) eating
past participle: 
(has/have) eaten 

Forms of the verbs sing and drink (vowel mutation):
infinitive: 

to sing, to drink
present tense: 
(he/she/it) sings/drinks
past tense: 

sang/drank

present participle: 
(am/is/are) singing/drinking

past participle: 
(has/have) sung/drunk 

I have sang a song 
I have drank some water. 
Infinitives 

The most basic form of the verb is called the infinitive. The word infinitive comes from the Latin root meaning “in perpetuity, without end,” which in terms of verb tense, means “without time.” That is, the infinitival form of the verb has no inflection at all, and expresses no tense (nor any agreement inflection). In English, infinitives can be preceded by to, as in to go, to walk, to eat. 


We arranged for a neighbor to watch the kids.

Yusef tried to be on time


Elsie wondered how to solve the problem.


They went to Jackson Hole to go fly fishing. 


To text your friends during class is rude. 

English is rather exceptional in have a “two-word” infinitival verb form, to run, to see, etc. Other Indo-European languages (the family of which English is a member) typically have one word infinitives. In French, for example, ‘to say’ is dire, and in German sagen, and in Dutch zeggen. (Icelandic, however, also has a two-word infinitival verb form as well: að tala ‘to speak.’) 

Present Tense 

Matilda sleeps late every day. 

My father collapses on the couch when he gets home. 

He runs very fast.
The first and second person singular and plural forms of English present tense verbs have no inflectional morphology at all, though they used to in earlier varieties of English. 
Past Tense 


My father collapsed on the couch when he got home.

I speeded/sped up to catch up with you.


I lighted/lit the fire.


I dragged/drug the log over to the campfire.


I sneaked/snuck into the hallway.


The girls dived/dove into the pool.


They lighted/lit the candles.


They drunk all the orange juice. (drank)

They sung the national anthem at the game. (sang) 

Present and Past Participles 
The present participle form, which is the -ing form of the verb, occurs after a form of the auxiliary verb be. 

She is competing in a marathon today. 

We are eating dinner with friends at 6. 

The giraffe is running away from the Land Rover. 

They were sleeping late that day. 

The past participle occurs following a form of the auxiliary have: 
She has competed in a marathon already. 

We had eaten dinner with friends. 

The giraffe has run away from the Land Rover. 

They had slept late all week. 

There can be overlap in these forms.

past tense 


      past participle
  
walked


      (has/have) walked


collapsed



collapsed

slept




slept


bought




bought


found




found


ran


      (has/have) run


sang




sung


drank




drunk


saw




seen


eat




eaten

The English Verb Be
	present
past
	person (singular)
	
	person (plural)
	

	
	I
	am
	we
	are

	
	you
	are
	you
	are

	
	he/she/it
	is
	they
	are

	
	I
	was
	we
	were

	
	you
	were
	you
	were

	
	he/she/it
	was
	they
	were


                      past participle: 

been

                      present particple: 
being 

                      infinitive: 

(to) be 
Sample Verb Forms

	infinitive
	present tense
	past tense
	present participle 
	past participle 

	(to) be
	is
	was
	being
	been

	(to) have
	has
	had
	having
	had

	(to) see
	sees
	saw
	seeing
	seen

	(to) walk
	walks
	walked
	walking
	walked

	(to) drink
	drinks
	drank
	drinking
	drunk

	(to) bring
	brings
	brought
	bringing
	brought


Auxiliary/Helping Verbs:

forms of have: 
have, has, had

forms of be:

am, is, are, was, were

forms of do:

do, does, did

modal auxiliary verbs:  can, could, shall, should, may, might, must, will, would

