WALL CHART

Every sentence needs a subject (a noun phrase) and a predicate (a verb phrase). To make sure that you have a subject, do the Do-Si.

The Do-SI test: Turn your sentence into a “yes-no” question (a question that can be answered by yes or no).




The hedgehog should eat the pizza.


apply Do-Si:
Should the hedgehog __ eat the pizza?




All of the people with really heavy backpacks will want a ride.


apply Do-Si:
Will all of the people with really heavy backpacks __ want a ride?


And when there’s no auxiliary verb, what happens? Dummy-do to the rescue!




Most of your friends like pizza.


apply Do-Si: 
Do most of your friends like pizza?

[show do flying in with cape to the rescue]
If you don’t have a subject, Do-Si won’t work. Why not?

If you don’t have a subject, you may have a sentence fragment (which is fine in speech and in written dialogue, but not usually in other forms of writing).  So Do-Si won’t work.

If you don’t have a subject, you might have a dependent clause, which can’t stand alone without support from an independent clause. So Do-Si won’t work.


Because she was running.


dependent clause


ACK! Do-Si fails:  Was because she running?


To the park.




fragment 


ACK! Do-Si fails:  ??

