Tag Question Examples

Other useful lessons on auxiliary verbs, tense, and negation can follow from a study of tag question formation.

From data such as the following, students could determine that it is the first auxiliary verb that shows up in the tag question when more than one is present.



The manatee isn’t swimming under the boat, is it?



All of the students should be proud, shouldn’t they?



The manatee hasn’t been swimming under the boat, has it? 



*The manatee hasn’t been swimming under the boat, has been it?


*The manatee hasn’t been swimming under the boat, been/been’t it?



All the students should have been proud, shouldn’t they? 



*All the students should have been proud, shouldn’t have they?

Data like the following illustrates that there and it function as syntactic subjects.



There were six linguists in the boat, weren’t there?


       It could rain today, couldn’t it? 

And students will notice that the “polarity” always switches. If the sentence is negative, the tag will be positive and vice versa. They may be surprised by their intuitions regarding this – no one ever taught them (if they are native English speakers), yet they can easily manipulate this complex system.
