Forming Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

How do you know whether to use -er or more, or to use -est or most? Mostly, you just know. Show how the list of adjectives in the left column forms their comparative and superlative forms by writing those forms in the appropriate column. Two are done for you. Some may work both ways.

	adjective
	comparative -er/superlative -est
	comparative more/superlative most

	big
	bigger, biggest
	

	beautiful
	
	more beautiful, most beautiful

	large
	
	

	lovely
	
	

	soft
	
	

	expensive
	
	

	hot
	
	

	purple
	
	

	pretty
	
	

	cold
	
	

	curious
	
	

	noble
	
	

	pretty
	
	

	small
	
	

	happy
	
	

	important
	
	

	scruffy
	
	

	common
	
	

	friendly
	
	


Can you figure out a pattern of which words take which comparative and superlative?

