Subject-Auxiliary Inversion 


The manatee was swimming through the kelp. 


Was the manatee swimming through the kelp?


A bald eagle has circled over the lake.


Has a bald eagle circled over the lake? 


The student will bring cupcakes to class tomorrow.

 
Will the student bring cupcakes to class tomorrow? 


Joachim is playing chess.

 
Is Joachim playing chess? 

When there is no auxiliary/helping verb, do is the default auxiliary. 


Jan sees the bat.


Does Jan see the bat?


*Sees Jan the bat?

In older forms of English, up through Shakespeare’s time, the main verb could invert with the subject: Think you not?

